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Carney, Robert B., Rear Admiral,
USN, Third Fleet chief of staff:
testimony, 128, 129

Carpenter, Doil, Seaman 1/c, USN,
Monaghan: prays for dead ship-
mate, 78

Carriers: CV'’s fighter complement,
27; lights and whistles, 50; CVL'’s
and CVE's early avoiding actions,
83; skippers experienced, 83

Chandeleur: reported storm center, 44

Colahan: 180730 fuel report, 46

Collett: difficulty fueling, 34

Command: philosophy, 126; compe-
tence, 177

Commanding officers, Destroyer
Squadron One: compared by Mer-
cer, 133

Communications deception: used by
Halsey, 25

Cotton, Robert L., Torpedoman 1/c,
Tabberer: assistance to Surdam,
115

Court, John M., Lieutenant Com-
mander, USN, Servron Ten assis-
tant material officer: testimony
159, 160

Court of inquiry: description, 120-25;
convened aboard Cascade, 121; pre-
cept, 121; Lieutenant Commander
Marks designated defendant, 123;
command philosophy, 126, 127;
Rear Admiral Carney, 128, 129;
Captain Wilson, 129; Vice Admiral
McCain, 129, 130; Commander
Hean, 130; Rear Admiral Baker,
130; Captain Acuff, 131; Captain
Moss, 131; Rear Admiral Bogan,
131; Rear Admiral Montgomery,
131; Rear Admiral Sherman, 131;
Captain Mercer, 132, 133, 134:
Hull, Monaghan and Spence surviv-
ors, 134; Captain Crawford, 135;
Commander Wesson, 135; Lieuten-
ant Commander Rogers, 135;
Lieutenant Commander Marks,
135; Commander Farrin, 135, 156,
157, 158; Admiral Halsey, 136—40;
Commander Kosco, 141-45; Com-
modore Ketcham, 149, 150; Cap-
tain Lockhart, 151, 152; Lieutenant
Commander Court, 159, 160;
findings, 161; opinions, 161-64;
recommendations, 164, 165; com-
position and performance, 170;
reflections concerning, 199; en-
dorsements, 202-10; Halsey’s en-
dorsement (#12), 207, 208
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Coward, Jesse G., Captain, USN,
ComDesRon 54; relieved by Pres-
ton Mercer, 90

Cowpens: fire extinguished, 49; narra-
tive of typhoon, 89

Crawford, John, Captain, USN,
Miami commanding officer: called
as witness, 135

Cushing: 180730 fuel report, 46

Dale: arrives Ulithi, 21

Davis, Glenn B., Rear Admirai, USN,
ComBatDiv 8: biography, 123

DeBaun, G. H., Captain, USN, Cow-
pens commanding officer: avoiding
action, 89

Destroyers: weather forecasting tools,
30; unable to locate survivors, 50;
experience summarized, 82; fuel
levels, 128, 171, 172

Destroyer Squadron Five: Farraguts
are assigned, 192

Destroyer Squadron One: five COs
from Class of '38, USNA, 14; opera-
tions 18 October-10 December, 15;
disestablished, 192

Destroyer stability: Mahan class top-
heavy, 155; design process, 155;
ballasting, 158; comparison, Farra-
guts with Fletchers, 156, 157; Farra-
gut class ‘“‘quick-fix,” 156; Farragut
class marginal, 156; loss of de-
stroyers, causes, 158; free surface
effect, 159; minimum criteria, 178;
actions initiated to improve Farra-
guts, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198;
BuShips analysis of Farraguts, 196,
197; overloading, 198

Dewey: postrepair trial, 3; descrip-
tion and history, 3, 5; handling
characteristics, 5, 6; awareness of
stability, 8; wardroom officers, 9;
arrives Pearl Harbor, 13; passage
to Ulithi, 16; laws of storms, 18;
indoctrination, 19; operations, 22;
departs Ulithi, 25; stationed in TU
30.8.4, 31; barometer signals
storm'’s approach, 35, 37, 38, 51,
53; cross swells, 37, 38; security in-
spection, 39; whaleboat, 39; fuel
status, 40; conditions deteriorate,
51-53; condition “Affirm” set, 54;
avoids collision, 55; “in irons”’, 55,
56; abandons station keeping, 56;
equipment failures, 57, 58; rolls to
75 degrees, 59; prayers, 62; stack
collapses, 64; barometer starts to
rise, 65; encounter with Tabberer,
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67, 111; topside damage, 99, re-
pairs, 189; assigned to TG 50.8,
190; topside weight reduction, 190;
new stack, 190-92; at Iwo Jima,
192; fights Patuxent fire, 192; de-
commissioned, 199

Essex: hit by Kamikaze, 25

Edsall, Warner B., Commander,
USN, ComDesDiv 110: responds to
Jim Marks, 71

Factors contributing to disaster, 170—
81

Farragut: designated flagship,
ComDesDiv Two, 24; Lieutenant
Commander C. C. Hartigan, USN,
commanding officer, 24

Farragut-class destroyers: history and
characteristics, 3, 4; compared to
Fletchers and Sumners, 5; stability
described, 133, 169; transferred to
Atlantic Fleet, 198

Farrin, James M., Jr., Commander,
USN, ServRon Ten assistant
maintenance officer: witness at
court of inquiry, 135, 156, 157, 158;
loss of destroyers, 158

Findings of fact: eighty-four findings,
161

Forrestal, James, Secretary of the
Navy: approval of endorsement,
203

Fowler, Oliver, Watertender 1/c,
USN, Dewey: in charge, after fire-
room, 60

Franks: 180730 fuel report, 46

Fueling rendezvous: locations, 34,
129

Gaffney, G. C., Lieutenant (jg), MC,
USN, Spence medical officer: de-
scribed by Krauchunas, 79

Garrett, William Bruce, Lieutenant
Commander, USN, Monaghan com-
manding officer: description, 24;
assumed command, 24; directed
ballasting, 76

Gates, Herbert K., Captain, USN,
Cascade commanding officer:
biography, 123

Gibson, Robert C., Lieutenant (jg),
USN, Dewey engineering officer:
description, 11; assumed duties as
chief engineer, 25; exercised lead-
ership, 60

Ground, C. L., Seaman 2/c, USNR,
Spence: on life raft, 80
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Guio, Joseph, Jr., Gunner’s Mate 3/c,
USN, Monaghan: advice to
McCrane, 77; dies from injuries, 78

Halsey, William F., Admiral, USN,
Commander Third Fleet: responsi-
bilities, 25; communications decep-
tion, 25; withdraws TF 38, 29; con-
cerned about escorts, 33; suspends
fueling, 34; changes rendezvous,
36, 38, 43, reflections concerning,
40; heads west, 44; requests
McCain'’s estimate, 44; cancels ren-
dezvous, 45; directs turn to south,
46; reports to MacArthur, 46; tells
CinCPacFlt he is in typhoon, 49;
directs search, 49; sets rendezvous
for 19th, 49; asks whereabouts of
Spence, Monaghan and Waterman,
100; learns extent of damage, 100;
informed of loss of Spence, 103;
cancels air strikes, 106; reports dis-
aster to Nimitz, 107; searches for
survivors, 116; conflicting consid-
erations, 128; testimony, 136—40;
“interested party,” 140; “pre-
ponderance of responsibility,” 167;
second court of inquiry, 197

Halsey Powell: stands by Cowpens, 49

Hancock: hit by Kamikaze, 26

Harrison, S. H. Lieutenant (jg),
USNR, Dewey: OOD, midwatch, 18
December, 40

Hartigan, Conway C., Lieutenant
Commander, USN, Farragut com-
manding officer: description, 22;
Herman the chicken, 23

Hean, James H., Commander, USN,
TF 38 navigator and tactical
officer: testimony, 130

Heater, Seaman 1/c, USNR, Spence:
on life raft, 80, lost from raft, 116

Herman, the Gilbert Islands chicken:
mascot of the Farragut, 23

Hickox: attempts to refuel, 34;
180730 fuel report, 46; narrative of
typhoon, 80-82; ballasted, 81; con-
trol of flooding, 81; rolled to 70 de-
grees, 81

Hill, Dorwin, Chief Machinists Mate,
USN, Dewey: loss of lubricating oil,
57, 60

Hill, Harry W., Vice Admiral, USN:
mention, 13

Hobson, Buythle E., Machinists Mate
1/c, USN, Dewey: remained at his
post, 61
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Holland, Ben, Ship’s Cook 1/c, USN,
Monaghan: injured, 77

Hoover, John Howard, Vice Admiral,
USN, Commander Forward Area,
Central Pacific: president of court
of inquiry, 121; biography, 122;
second court of inquiry, 197

Hull: history, 22; arrives Ulithi, 22;
appearance and performance, 24;
departs Ulithi 10 December, 25;
narrative of storm, 71-75; well-
secured and plenty of fuel, 72;
maintained station, 72; damage
similar to Dewey, 73; capsizes, 74;
men in water, 75; some trapped
below decks, 75

Hunt: difficulty fueling, 34

Hurricanes/typhoons: description, 17

Ingersoll, Stuart H., Captain, USN,
Monterey commanding officer: an-
ticipated typhoon, 83

Intrepid: hit by Kamikaze, 25

Jicarilla: engine trouble, 46; disabled,
50

Johnson, George W., Chief Waterten-
der, USN, Spence: ballast, 78

Johnson, Lawrence P., Quartermaster
2/c, USN, Dewey protestant lay
leader; leads prayer, 62; Dewey's
miracle, 100

Johnson, M.G., Captain, USN, Com-
DesDiv Ten: overhaul of Dewey,
194

Judge Advocate General’s Office: en-
dorsements withheld, 203; for-
warded endorsements, 205

Kamikaze attacks: hits on Intrepid,
Essex, Hancock, and Cabot, 25, 26

Keith, Elbridge O., Boilerman 1/c,
USN, Dewey: remained at his post,
61

Kernodle, Michael H., Captain, USN,
San Jacinto commanding officer:
actions taken, 88

Ketcham, Dixwell, Commodore,
USN, Commander Fleet Air Wing
One: testimony, 149

King, Ernest J., Admiral, USN, Com-
mander in Chief, U.S. Fleet: in-
quires status of Monaghan, 107;
concurs in Nimitz's action, 168; en-
dorsement #14, 208, 209

Korth, Howard J., Lieutenant,
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USNR, Tabberer gunnery officer:
rescue, 114

Kosco, George F., Commander, USN,
Third Fleet Aerologist: message re-
port of storm, 43; revised estimate,
43; recommended fleet courses, 43,
44; barometer behavior, 44;
advised Halsey, 44; ““something
was wrong,”’ 44; biographical data,
141; testimony, 141-45; briefed
Halsey, 143, 144; barometer, 143,
145; recalled as witness, 147

Krauchunas, A. S., Lieutenant (jg),
SC, USNR, Spence supply officer:
narrative of capsizing, 78-82; no
lifejacket, 79; rescue, 116, 117

Lamberton: employment, 4

Langley: heavy rolling, 48

LaRocque, Gene, Lieutenant, USN,
MacDonough executive officer: sta-
bility reduced, 194

Lessons of typhoon: Nimitz letter—
Appendix C, 216-23

Lester, Roy, Machinists Mate 1/c,
USN, Hull throttleman: engine
speeds, 71

Local indicators: detection of
typhoon'’s approach, 18; conditions
unmistakable, 52; cross swell, 128;
warnings, 152, 153; reviewed and
discussed, 172-75; need to learn,
200

Lockhart, Wilbur M., Captain, USN,
CinCPacFlt staff, aerological
officer: testimony, 151, 152

Longville, John K., Fireman 2/c,
USNR, Dewey engineer: remained
at his post, 61

Luzon: earmarked for invasion, 25

Lyman K. Swenson: difficulty fueling,
34

McCain, John S., Vice Admiral, USN,
Commander Task Force 38: fueling
impossible, 44; location of storm,
45; testimony, 129, 130

McCord: remains with Monterey, 47

McCorkle, F. D., Captain, USN, Com-
DesRon Five: corrective action, 194

McCrane, Joseph C., Watertender 2/c,
USN, Monaghan “0il King”’: per-
centage of fuel aboard, 75; narra-
tive of capsizing, 76-78; rescue,
117

Macdonough: inclining test, 194
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McMillan, Roscoe D., Lieutenant (jg),
USNR, Dewey paymaster: descrip-
tion, 11, 12

Maddox: directed to continue
attempt to refuel, 34; 180730 fuel
report, 46

Man overboard: reported, 52

Mann, James E., Machinists Mate
2/c, USN, Dewey engineer: re-
mained at his post, 61

Mansfield: difficulty fueling, 34

Marks, James A., Lieutenant Com-
mander, USN, Hull commanding
officer: description, 22; reports
casualties, 71: experience as ship
capsizes, 74; arrives Ulithi, 107;
rescue, 113; testimony, 135

Mataco: stands by Jicarilla, 50

Mercer, Preston V., Captain, USN,
ComDesRon One: description, 9;
political sense, 13; responds to
Acuff, 36; wonders if Spence bal-
lasted, 37; directs Hickox, Maddox,
Spence ballast, 37; directs Dewey
ballast, 57; discusses survival, 63;
suggests Monaghan capsized, 102;
designated “interested party,” 123;
testimony, 132-34; Farragut-class
stability, 133; commanding
officers, 133, 134; second typhoon,
197

Miami: stands by Cape Esperance, 48

Midget submarine: attacks tanker at
Ulithi, 21

Miller, N., Boatswain, USNR, Dewey:
description, 12; questions abandon-
ing ship, 64

Miller: remains with Monterey, 47

Mindoro: targeted for invasion, 25;
assault landing, 28

Mog-Mog Island: club area, Ulithi, 22

Monaghan: ship's history, 16; arrives
Ulithi, 21; proximity to Dewey, 57;
difficulties reported, 75; storm ex-
perience, 75-78; metacentric
height, 133; stability, 178.

Monterey: hangar deck fire, 46; loss of
steerageway, 46; unit of TG 38.1,
83; storm experience, 83-86; over-
taken by TG 30.8, 85; damage con-
trol effort, 84, 85; plane causes fire,
84

Montgomery, A. E., Rear Admiral,
USN, CTG 38.1: injured, 131

Moore: 180730 fuel report, 46

Moss, John'B., Captain, USN, TG
38.1 chief of staff: testimony, 131
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Murray, George D., Vice Admiral,
USN, Commander Air Force,
Pacific Fleet; biography, 122

Navy Department: Bureau of Ships
established, 155; design con-
troversy, 155

Neches: to Iwo Jima, 192

Nehenta Bay: CVEs in trouble, 46

New Jersey: early morning barometer,
30; copied weather broadcasts, 30;
attempts to fuel Spence, 32; 171300
and 171400 barometer, 34; 180100
and 180300 barometer, 44; ba-
rometer and wind, 49

New Orleans: remains with Monterey,
47

Nickum, W. C. and Sons, naval
architects: corrective alterations
for Macdonough, 195

Nimitz, Chester W., Admiral, USN,
Commander in Chief U.S. Pacific
Fleet: mention, 13; personnel, 14;
extent of typhoon damage, 103;
visit to Ulithi, 106; King’s query
about Monaghan, 107; investiga-
tion and court of inquiry, 120;
approved court’s proceedings, etc.,
167

Nunn, Ira H., Captain, USN: counsel
to commanding officer of Hull, 123

Olney, A.C., Captain, USN, Altamaha
commanding officer: attests to
velocity of wind, 92, 93

Orem, Howard, Captain, USN, Com-
inCh staff: memo to CominCh, 167,
168

Patuxent: delivers personnel, 27; ex-
plosion and fire, 192

Philippine Campaign: at critical
point, 29

Piddington’s Horn Book: formula for
distance to typhoon, 34, 35

Plage, Henry L., Lieutenant Com-
mander, USNR, Tabberer com-
manding officer: skill in shiphand-
ling, 110; risked submarine attack,
112; rescue procedure, 112

Poer, George W., Ensign, USNR,
Spence: lost from life raft, 116

Prairie: storm repairs on Dewey, 189,
192

Pratt, Fletcher, author and war cor-
respondent: mention, 15

Preston: difficulty fueling, 34
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Price, Robert Hoyt, Lieutenant Com-
mander, USN, Cowpens acting air
officer: lost overboard, 89

Purvis, Louis A., Boatswain’s Mate
1/c, USN, Tabberer: hazards of res-
cue, 114

Refueling destroyers: difficulties on
17 December, 33; a major concern,
33

Repair of storm damage: assessment
and action plan, 119; radar dam-
age to carriers, 120

Replenishment operations: descrip-
tion, 20; importance of, 20

Rescue: summary of survivors, 118

Rogers, William K., Lieutenant Com-
mander, USN, Aylwin commanding
officer: description, 21; witness at-
court of inquiry, 135; concern
about stability, 179

Rosley, Albert, Torpedoman 3/c,
USN, Spence: on life raft, 80

Ross, Charles W., Chief Electrician’s
Mate, USN, Dewey: electrical
power, 60; communications with
bridge, 61

Rudyerd Bay: pounding heavily, 46

Ryukyus Campaign: Kerama Retto
visited, 192

San Jacinto: planes adrift, 48; fires
extinguished, 49; hangar deck crew
secures rubble, 88; typhoon experi-
ence, 86—89

San Juan: communications decep-
tion, 25

Schecter, G. E., Commander, USN,
San Jacinto executive officer: ex-
tinguished electrical fire, 88

Sehnert, M. D., Seaman 1/c, USNR,
Spence: on life raft, 80

Sewell, Garland, Watertender 3/c,
USN, Dewey “Oil King"': remained
at station, 61

Sharp, G. H. Lieutenant (jg), USN,
Hull engineering officer: fireroom
blowers stopped, 74; outstanding
leadership, 113

Sherman, Frederick C., Rear Ad-
miral, USN, CTG 38.3: testimony,
131

Singer, Watson T., Lieutenant, USN,
Sterett executive officer: “Singer’s
Law,” 17 .

Smith, Howard S., Lieutenant,
USNR, CinCPac Staff: memo sum-
marizing court of inquiry, 165
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Spence: transit to Ulithi, 16; attempts
to fuel, 32; near-collision with New
Jersey, 33; directed continue fueling
effort, 34; 180730 fuel report, 46;
narrative of loss, 78—82; condition
Baker, 79; capsized, 79; explana-
tion, 159; effects of free water, 159;
impact of low fuel, 160

Spruance, Raymond A., Admiral,
USN, Commander Fifth Fleet:
mention, 13

Stability: notes on—Appendix A,
213-14

Stephen Potter: difficulty fueling, 34

Sterett: mention, 22

Stockham: 180730 fuel report, 46

Stout, Herald F., Captain, USN:
assumes command, DesDiv Ten,'
193

Strategic concept: described, 171

Sub Board of Inspection and Survey:
recommended Dewey and Aylwin
be scrapped, 198

Sundin, L.D., Lieutenant (jg), USNR,
Spence engineering officer: fuel to
last, 78

Surdam, Robert M., Lieutenant,
USNR, Tabberer executive officer:
rescue, 115

Tabberer: encounter with Dewey, 67,
111; rescue of Hull survivors, 102;
account of rescue, 109-16; rescue
of Jim Marks, 113

Task Force 38: description, 19; re-
fueled, 25, communications decep-
tion, 25; measures to counter
Kamikaze threat, 25; air-strike op-
erations, 28; own air losses, 28;
escorts need fuel, 29; composition,
32; joins TG 30.8, 32, 45; rendez-
vous changed, 38

Task Group 30.7: composition and
disposition, 32

Task Group 30.8: organization, 19,
20; escorts refueled, 27; replenish-
ment aircraft, 28; disposition, 31

Taussig: 180730 fuel report, 46

Thatcher: difficulty refueling, 34

Third Fleet: primary task, 25; de-
parts Ulithi, 25; commitment to
Philippine Campaign, 29; join-up
of TF 38 and TG 30.8, 32, 45; com-
position, 32; Task Organization—
Appendix B, 215

Tolmie, Andrew M., Chief Waterten-
der, USN, Dewey: flooding of for-
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ward fireroom, 59; fireroom oper-
ational, 65

Tom Cats: defensive measure, de-
scribed, 26

Traceski, E. F., Quartermaster 2/c,
USN, Spence: on life raft, 80

Tucker, Ralph E., Chief Radioman,
Tabberer: heard cry, 110

Twining: remains with Monterey, 47

Typhoon condition II: Ulithi, 16

Uhl, Paul, Lieutenant, USNR, Dewey
engineering officer: description, 11;
transferred, 25

Ulithi Atoll, Western Carolines: de-
scription, 16

Walker, Lawrence R., Machinists
Mate 1/c, Dewey: remained at his
post, 61

Walsh, J. F., Commander, USN, Com-
DesDiv Two: story of Farragut's
mascot, 24

War in the Pacific: description as of
November, 1944, 19

Weather forecasting: varied with
locations, 30; deteriorated rapidly,
32; New Jersey barometer, 34;
Dewey barometer, 35; typhoon 120
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miles distant, 35; looked ominous,
38; fleet staff’s knowledge of
typhoon'’s existence, 128; estimated
track based on history of December
typhoons, 128

Wedderburn: 180730 fuel report, 46

Weed, Donald, Lieutenant, USN,
Dewey gunnery officer: description,
10; assumed duties as OOD, 53

Welles: 180730 fuel report, 46

Wendt, Waldemar, F. A., Com-
mander, USN, Monaghan com-
manding officer: mention, 16

Wesson, Joseph H., Commander,
USN, Hickox commanding officer:
witness at court of inquiry, 135

Whalen, John, Lieutenant (jg),
USNR, Spence: lost from life raft,
80, 116

Wilson, Ralph E., Captain, USN,
Third Fleet operations officer: dis-
cussed avoiding action, 44; testi-
mony 129

Wohl, C. F., Watertender, 3/c, USN,
Spence: on life raft, 80

Yarnall: 180730 fuel report, 46
Yorden, Stephen Peter, Shipfitter 1/c,
USN, Dewey: prepares to cut off

mast, 63
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